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The Day EE for their Yearly Meeting 
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Mr. John Clayton, Ca Tobn Heames, 


Mr. Charles Palmer,$ Mr. Thomas Nicholas, '' 
Mr. Charles Titford, ) (Mr. John Steel, _ 


Stewards for the Day. 


Gentlemen, (EINE 
QHAT it was that ſhould 
Make Jo Jo earneſt for 

the Printing, of a Diſ- 
courſe, Which was only 
deſwned for that partr- 
Calar Audience unto Which it was 
preached, I cannot poſſibly imagine, un- 
leſs. tt were t £0'-make” your 
Meeting more publickly known, in 
hopes that your good Example might 
prevail upon others, and flir up a A 
getful People, to celebrate the Day 
with that Solemnity which is due unto 


it : If ſo, 1 muſt confeſs your Deſign 
my 42 " S OW is 
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is neceſſary and good;- and | am content 
thus at the expence of my own Repu- 


tation. t6- become ſerviceable anto tit : 


though \T- could Wiſh you had made 
choice of ſome better Pen for that pur- 


poſe, and laid your commands on [uch 


a perſon , as Was able to have ſpread 
abroad your Fame, without the immi- 
nution of his own. However you ſee I 
haye obeyed and (which is all I do pre- 
tend to) (hewdin that, how much you 
bave at your command, 


_ © "Gentlemen, 
"Your moſt affeftionate Countryman, 
4 andery faichful Servant, 


Fohn Horden:. 


I Sam. 


«, 


tul reſentments of them, by the moſt fu 
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IL Sam, Xxix, 14, 15. 


And he bowed the heart of all the men 
of Fudah, even as the heart of one 

ray that they ſent this word unto 
the King, Return thon and all thy 
fervants, © 

Sothe King returned and came to For- 

_ dan, and Fudah came to Gihhal, to 
26 to meet the King , toconduftthe 
King over Fardan.. 


= ALHAT onthoſe days , which 
as the Plalmiſt ſpeaks , P/al. 
cxvifi: 24. the Lord hath made; 
we may rejoyce and be glad ; 
that at ſuch times , as God 
hath made more eſpecially 
remarkable , by. the then vouchſafement of 


'great and ſignal favours, we ought to manifeſt 


Our joyous acceptance, to evidence our grate: 
and; 


demanſtrative expreſſings . there are none-lI 
Ws. | 4. think. 
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>." Preached on lay 29, 

| think, who will deny, but ſuch as are profeſſed 
enemies to Gratitude, avowedly againſt all re- 
turns unto.the merciesof their God, and do, 
for being ſo, deſerve to have their choice be- 
come their punifhment ; as they delighted got 
it joy, ſo ro have it far from them as th 
have ſullenly choſen a ſinful and unſeaſonable 
melancholy here , fo to have their future por- 
tion, whete there 1s vpn and wailing for 
evermore. If then the preſent day be ſuch, 
if it appear that the Lord hath been pleaſed to 
fignalize it, by Kindneſles of fuch note,  Mer- 
cies of ſuch a rank and quality , as the reyolu- 
tion of rnany years hath ſeldom been crown- 
ed with, the ſolemnity of this preſent Meet- 
ing is ſufficiently juſtified , and Reaſon will 
warrant fo righteous a: indulgence of our Joy. 
And though co entitle any day unto ſo great an 
honour, as is that, of being the day which the 
Lord hath more particularly made , it be 
enough, - that on it, we have received any 
ſingle inſtance of his extraordinazy Goodneſs 
yerhere to aſcertain the claim. of chis, beyon 
the queſtioning of the moſt- ſcrupulous and 
doubtful , for greater ſuretieſs the "thing is 
doubled, and a fuccefiion of Mercies hath con. 
firg'd this Glory to che Day. OLA ns 
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SS. Iris caps ear King, 8 
' Naine which merhinks it ſelf affe&ts, and can-- 
not. be mentioned without: emotion : The 
morn which did firſt give light to 'him, who 
is the breath of our ts and. the. lis he of 
our eyes ; the dzy Which brought forth' an yni- 
verſa bleſſing to eb Land , but did confer 

articular honours on this place , {uch- as 

ould reach unto its after - ſpring , fuch as 
doth give co usthe Natives of ahis Pariſh, fach 
Saapoſyacial relation to our King, as doth 
Fm fure ennoble ns, and will I hope for ever 
endearhim, make him precious as our. eyes, 
and-more deſirable than life Unto Us, I CET» 


cn Hts Were _ with much greater 
reaſon we ought tocelebrate the Barth- op of 
our King , to the prudence of whoſe Govern- 
ment,” under God,. we: owe veanmtiny of 
oor evil fate;; -cowhaſe; ' Care-We a8 indebted, 
char under'ir we may live peaccable and. quie 
lives; to:whoſe Authority it. muſt rthankjully 
bexeterr'd., that we are zeftrained from thas 
vaoleacy andevs, whetoby we ars nawrally 
pronp 
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mm to ruinate our own and our. Netgh- 
urs felicity, to make our ſelves and-others 
miſerable. And upon this very account have 
all good Subjects in all ages, Clemainad the 
Birth-day of their King, with far greater Re- 
ligion thanthey have done their own, thought 
themfelves more obliged then to enlarge their 
Praiſes and Thankſgivings unto God. Nor was 
itever otherwiſe, till over this latter Age Im- 
piety- and Rebellion together did prevail; 
when'men began to lay aſide all Reſpect, beth 
to the Lord and his Anointed , and thought ir 
equally ſuperſtition to celebrate the Nativity 
of their Saviour, and Birth of their King, -|. 
But ſecondly, As itis the 'day of his Birth, 
ſo is it alſo the day of his Reftauration; the 
day whereon he was Reſtor'd, a ſecond time 
joy Saery that Native Air, unto. which he had 


been ſo long a ſtranger , and bleſs our, eyes, 


which too long had wanted their dear delight. 
And here we cannot make enquiry. into._ this 
other happineſs of the» day , without bringing 
our faults ro: mindi; » we cannot .refle& v 

our preſent joy., - withour calling alto to; our 
remembrance a: foregoing ſorrow z.the dark- 
nels of thart-long and: gloomy .aight.,:: which 
*cloudedthe' former Glories, of. this: Day; -_ 
$1913 rob'd 
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xob'd us of all the Joy that his Nativity had gi- 
ven us. He was indeed born with us, but hke 
the greater prodigies of goodneſs , which the 
Heavens for a ſhew,do only drop on Earth,and 
ſoon again reſume unto themſelves, he —_ 
diſappear'd ; ſo much ſtill the more for our 
guilr and ſhame, that the hand which gave him 
took him not away , that the Heayens which 
ſhew'd him to us, did not him withdraw ; but 
when God whogave it, was willing ſtillto have 
continued the favour to us, we wiltully forſook._ 
our own mercies, would be wicked that we 
might be unhappy , and did what we could to 
evacuate the bleſling of his Birth. That:Royal 
Oak which with us Gods own right hand had 
planted,we forcibly tranſplanted into a ſtrange 
Land, ſuffered it there to grow up in an unna- 
rural Soil, and might for ever have wanted the 
defence and comforts of its ſhade ; bur that ic 
pleaſed Almighty God} this day again to re- 
plant it in its proper place , where we hope 
chrough his bleſſing ic hath taken ſuch root, that 
no ſtorms nor tempeſts ſhall ever again be able 
to tinfix it ; but underneath its branches for 
many many years we may yet {it and {ing, how 
much ſoever che ſons of diſcord are offendedat 
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And theſe indeed are the great and eſſential 
happineſles of this day, that have imprinted 
Gd eſpecial character upon it, that juſtly do 
denominare it the day which the Lord hath 
made , and conſequently the day on which we 
may rejoyce : To which, it is not, nor let it 
ſeem to any ſo {mall and inconfiderable a mer. 
cy, as to be thought unworthy to be added, 


that this day doth annually renew this ſolemn 


| andgreatconvention of perfons ſo cordial and 


unanimous, who marching all under the fame 
colours, ſhew that they chacatd who dwell 
together m unity , who ate of one mind, and 
have:the fame deſigns ; and making choice of . 
thefe, do farther evidence that their deſigns are 
good, that they do meet, and will meet, inho- 
nour of him, whoſe are the Colours which they 
were ; and chat as cheartfully as now they do fic 
down to eatand drink, ſo when his Service 


ſhall require, they will as heartily riſe up to 


lay : Ido not mean as did the bruitiſh Iſrae- 
tes,” Exad. vi. 32. but, as the young men did 
atthe requeſt of. Abner unto Foab,. 2 Sam. ii. 14. 
even to catch them by the heads, and thruſt 
their Swords into the ſides of all”, that dare re- 
beltiouſly lift up cheir hands againſt our Lord 
the King. Only to ſee the firſt of thele muſt 
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- untoevery eye be good and pleaſant, as was 
Aaron's oyntment, or the dew of Hermon-bill: 
but to underſtand theglatter , catinor but inh- 
nitely rejoyce every good and loyal heart. Nor 
is this bleling of thy ay leſs glorious in its Au- 
thor or effects , ;it being the Lord who maketh 
men to be of oke mind, whocauleth us to be at 
peace and unity among eur ſelves, by making 
up. our breaches, and healing our diviſions, 
by compoling our differences, and pierng our 
{rites ; works great as it is to ſtil] the raging of 
the Sea, and turn the ſtorm into a calm : And 
as it is excellent in its author, ſo is it lovely, in 
ics effe&ts, ir being to this love and friendlhip, 
this concord and unanimity, of whichthis pre- 
{enr meeting 15 an happy inſtrument — 
preſentation, that we owe very great and ma- 
ny advantages ; but to make us ſer that due 
yalue and price upon it which we ought, I ſhall 
need to inſtance only in that one , which de- 
ſervedly hath the greateſt ſhare in the gladneſs 
and ſolemniry of this day, which the Text that 
I have now read unto you reckons up, as the 
immediate conſequent of Judzh's unity. and -a- 
greement ; ——_— is the recalling and reſtau- 
ration.of their King, an effect ſo happy and 
deſirable, that there needs no other ta recom- 
| B 2 mend 
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© 4 Sermon Preached 
mend it to our love, and engage ns in its pre- 
ſervation. 4nd he bowed the beart of all the men of 
Judah, even as the heart of one man; ſo that they ſent 
this werd unto the King , Return thou and all thy 
fervants. So the King returned and came to Jordan, 
and Judah came to Gulgal, to 90 to meet the King to 
condu& the King over Fordan.. In which words 
you may be pleaſed to take notice of theſe four 
chings confiderable. 

Firſt, The then ſtate: and condition of the 
men of Judah: And he bowed the beart of the men 
of Judah, even as the heart of- one man. 

Secondly, What they did-in this condition:, 
They ſent this word unto the King , Return thou and 
all thy ſervants. | 

Thirdly, Wehave the Kings condeſcenfion 
to their embaſly and requeſt ; The King returned 
and came to-Forgan. | | | 

fourghly; We have thoſe returns of gra- 
titude-ahd reſpe&t, which Judah made unto: this 
- kind condeſcenfion of their King : Judah came 
ts Gilgal, to go to meet the King, and to-condutt the 

Ibegin with the firſt, in which we have again 
more particularly obſervable , the ſtate it ſelf, 
the perlpns in.it , and the perſon who brought 
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on the Twenty ninth of "May. 9 
- Firſt, The ſtate ir ſelf, a ſtate of amiry&nd 
friendſhip, unity and agreement ; all the hears 
of themen of Judah ſtood: bent the fame way, 
} they had all the ſame inclinations and defires, 
not any the leaſt appearance of any. variance 

8 or repugnancy,, but. they all rogether movyed 
; the ſame way. ; the thoughts of their hearrs, as 

| we may guels by the agreement of the tongues 
that ſpake from them , were in all the ſame, 

I * and dere was in every one a like and equal 
readineſs to put them in execution : ſo that 
thoſe many bodies ſeemed, as they ought to be, | 
bur ſo many members of the ſame do , Which AJ 
one ſoul did animate, and influence with eaſe. Y 
So we, find the phraſe often uſed in Holy Writ 
with che import of an extraordinary agree- 
ment and unanimous conſent. Thus when the 
people ſo univerſally conſpir'd to ayenge the 
indignity offered by the men of Gibeah to the 
Levites concubine ; it is ſaid, that all the pevple 
aroſe as Ine man , Judges viii. 20. And again, 
when they.ſo unanimouſly made. their, addreſs 
ro Sn ako would bring. forth , and ;read 
the Book of. the Law, that all che people ga- 
thered themſelves together as one, man. This 
is that/which the. policy. of, Hearhens did. re- 
commend, and the Religion of Chriſtians hath 
2h B 3 {ince- 
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ince more powerfully enjoyned. So St.Paul in 
1 Cor. 1.10. Now Tbeſeech you brethren, by the name 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that ye all ſpeak the ſame 
thing,and that there-be no diviſion among you,but that 
Je be perfely joyned together mn the ſame mind and the 
ſame judgment.Nay the Devil himſelf,who by di- 
viding, chiefly doth maintain his Empire upon 
earth, preſerveth and ſupports his Kingdom by 
unity at home ; whilſt Devil with Devil is in 
league, and all are ready as one Belzebub their 
Prince, to go about /eeking whom they may devour. 
I could heartily wiſh that a greater plenty of 
Chriſtian patterns did wholly ſuperſede the 
neceſlity of propoſing Hell as an example unto 
imitation : but alas, ſo isevery Churchrent by 
Schilm, ſo is every Statetorn by Diviſion, that 
I know not where on earth to find a parallel 
union. The Text indeed gives us the ſtance 
of a tribe ſocloſely cemented and joyned ro- 
gether, that all the men of it are but as one , 
and here within theſe walls, I ſee a ſmaller bo- 
dy, but I hope united by the farmeſt ties of true 
afte&tion. O may it ſtill grow on, every year 
Rill add unto our numbers , and 'increafe our 
love, till Neighbours grow enamour'd of the 
fair Example : every Pariſh wifh that ſhe 
had fons agreeing and affectionate as _ 
an 


—_ 


and the whole Nation ſtudy to become fo. -- 
\ So much for the firſt particular , the ſtate or 

i. condition;they who were in it, were the men of 

*  - Judab,a Tribe of which, though there are many 
things I might remark , yer I ſhall ar preſent. 
take notice of nothing more, than that in which 
this Auditory may ſeem concern'd; and thac 
is this, that it was David's Tribe, that the King 
was born among them, and with them did 
'# Keep his Court and habitation ; by which they 
themſelves did think, and the King himſelf 
I doth allow, that they had contracted fomewhatr 
8 _ anearer relation to him : for though the men 
* of Tſrael, jealous of his kindneſs , and envious 

8 of their honour, in the hear of their expoftula- 
tion, at the laſt verſe of this Chapter , do tell * 

them, that they the men of 1ſrael fad ren patts & 

in the King, andallo had more right in David ; : 

yet we find he himſelf is of anocher opinion, 
acknowledgeth art ver. 1 2. of this Chapter, that 

op atarhls bnidkams, his bones, and his fleth , 

very indearing expreſſions, and ſuch as could 

| not but very effectually gain and win upon 

' BY them : which though they ſeem to import a F 
b much nearer athniry than chat which I have \» 
, mentioned, they only to be under- 7 
ron Y 
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wiſe the meaneſt ' of the tribe might have 
claimed kindred with the King ; and the baſeſt 
among them. have reckoned himſelf of the 
Royal Blood, which would have been a great 
diſhonour to the King, and too criminal a pre- 
ſumption in them :; And therefore what the 
men .of Judah do alledge in excuſe unto the 
men of 7/rael, at the 42. verle of this Chapter, 
thar the King was near of kin unto them, Ya- 
tablus, and I think rightly , makes to be {po- 
ken upon no other grounds than this, that Pa- 
vid did keep his Court amongſt them, Foc di- 
cunt quod David habitaret in tribu Judah. And ſo 
indeed the word in the Original 5? doth 
more properly {ignifie the-nearneſs of vicinity 
than that of kin : And:upon this account it was 
that David did juſtly expe&t more from them, 
and themſelves did rightly think that there lay 
greater obligations upon them unto Loyalty, 
and that they ought to be, as anon we ſhall find 
they were, more concerned for the ſervice and 
reſtitution of their King, | 
Bur then thirdly, we muſt not without ta- 
king ſome notice of him, here pals by the hap- 
py inſtrument of this accord in Judah ; well 
may he deſerve ſome remembrance, who did 
{o-ſeaſonably. unite, ' and in that fer them ar 
War 
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ward to an enterprize , that ſhall for ever be 
recorded to their immortal honour : But here 

we are ſomewhat at a loſs, the Text havi 
made no farther diſcovery than by an indef, 
nite Pronoun , which is of dubious reference. 
And he bowed the heart , which whether it were 
Amaſa in the verſe before, or one of the Prieſts 
7 whom David had tmpos'd the perſwaſion 
of Amaſa and Judah both ; or whether it be 
meant of the King himſelf, that by the ſhort 
and kindly admonition he had ſuddenly and 
univerſally prevailed upon them, it is not ſo ea- 
fie codetermine. *Tis true, the meſſage alone 
which David ſent, though ſhort , yet was very 
apt to affect, and recal that ſenſe of duty which 
they ſeemed to have loſt, Ne are my brethren, my 
bones, and my fleſh ; Wherefore then are ye the laſt 
to bring back the King * To encourage Amaſa to 
enlarge upon it, and ſtir him up effectually to 
preſs it home; a promiſe great enough was 
particulirly made to him; God do fo to me , and 
more alſo, if thou be not captain of the hoſt before me 
continually m the room of Joab: and it 1s no way 
likely, that he would not endeavour: what he 
was courted to by ſo. great and faira recom- 
ence. The Prieſt indeed 'only had received 
Fg Kings command, and that was (no doubt) 
C enough 
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enough for him who knew full well his Duty, 
and never had declin'd its practice, though 
-here in the work it ſelf , there was ſufficient 1n- 
vitation, to compoſe and to unite, to promote 
concord and agreement, to make all Gods peo- 
ple, as they are thereunto called in one body, ſo 
tobeof one heart, and of one mind, it is our 
proper office; in doing which, I heartily with 
chat then only we may proſper, when we con- 
federate for God, and bow his peoples heart 
for his Vice-gerents honour. Where therefore 
thus we may miftake,it is not prudence too pe- 
remptorily to decide ; but whoever he did the 
honour to make his inſtrument, we know who 
was the author and chief cauſe of the union, 


eventthe Lord in whoſe hand are the hearts of 
all men , and he turneth them as the rivers of 


water,making them now together torun in one 
channel, that had adifferent current, and were 
before divided ſtreams. To him therefore let 
be the honour , and-unto him let us aſcribe the 
glory of the thing, who worketh ſecretly, but 
miraculouſly for his King, and did bow the heart 
of. all the men of | Judah as th heart of one man. And 
{o much forthe firſt general : I proceed unto 
the ſecond, the-conſequent of their hearts bn 
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Me - onthe Twenty ninth of May, 15 
thus bowed. They ſent this word unto the King, 


Return thou and all thy ſervants. 
Whilſt there were as many minds as men, 
and every one had his particular aim and am- 
bition, which apart he carried on, by ſuch 
means as ſeemed right in his own eyes, 1t is no 
wonder if there be no King in Jjraet, or an U- 
ſurper only be permitted ro fit upon the 
Throne, who by toleration and compliance, 
unworthy and mean conceſſions, mult be as 
unlike as poſſible unto a King , wear the Title 
indeed , but decline the Majeſty and Power, 
pretending himſelf a ſervant unto every inte- 
reſt, that each ſeveral ſubje&t would apart ad- 
vance : But, Mente omnibus una incolumis Rex. 
When they come to be of one mind, the King 
is ſecure, and his Throne muſt be efta- 
bliſhed. The very firſt expreſſions of their uni- 
arethele, thatthe King would return, he 
and all his ſervants. I ſhall notneed to make 
any long repetition of ſtories that are ſo well 
known, to relate the means whereby the un- 
rateful Abſalom carried on his unnatural and 
accurſt rebellion, to repreſent unto you David 
fleeing, with that ſmall handful of thoſe, who 
did power their, duty to advantage, and durſt be 
loyal, when it was dangerous to be ſo. And 
nes 7 chough 
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16 A Sermon Preached © 
though to recount the ſorrows of his flight, and 
the neceſſities of his exile, would not be ſo me- 

lancholick a performance , as ar firſt ſight it 
ſeems; the greateſt dangers making this a- 
mends for the diſpleaſures they have cauſed, 
that they are ſweet in the after remembrances, 
and when gone off, do leave delight behind 
them, equal to the terrors which coming on 
they brought; ye: I ſhall forbear : for in the 
meſlage of return it ſelf, there was enough of 
pleaſure, and it needs no inhancement , from 
the memory of his paſſed flight. Their deſires 
of his, did plainly ſpeak their own return to 
Duty ; and that they were not forgetful of his 
faithful ſervants, but did deſire their return al- 
for, the ſame whom not improbably before, 
when a pretext was wanting for Rebellion, 
would have had as evil Counſellors re- 
moy'd, this did declare a through repentance 
of their crime, was a confeſſion of that virtue, 
which they. had diſgrac'd ſhew'd that now they 
did approve it, and gave good hopes of their fu- 
tureimitation : To make acknowledgment of, 
and be forry for,is the only amends that we can 
make for ſuch commiſſions , whereby we trel- 
paisagainſt God , nor is it often in our power 
70-make- other xeparations for our offences 
| againſt 


©. , 
wk 


2gainſt his Repreſentative, who is in this moſt 
eruly like him, that he is merciful as he is mer- 
ciful, forgets our crimes upon the day, that we 
remember them, and immediately grants our 


requeſts , without any CE of thoſe 


faulcs, which have rendred us unworthy for to 
make them.. David had no- fooner received Ju- 
dah's petition, but he condeſcends unto it ; he 


preſently returns, but he comes no farther than. 


to Jordan : 


Where poſlibly he might expect the-like ef- 


fects of the other Tribes repentance, and think 


that they alſo now they had lolt all hopes of 


its advantage , would grow: aſham'd of their. 


{1n, and now that Abſalom (whom as. the peo- 


ple rightly ſpeak, they, not God, had; anoin-- 


ted over them) was dead in battel, they. would 


again return unto..the Lords anointed , ;and 
make that a more publick addrefs, which they: 


had already privately-diſcouts'd of ; that the: 


King who laved them out of the hand of their 
enemies, and diddeliver theriout of the hand: 
of the Philiſtines, might be bronght back from 
that flight, whichthe fori whom he 10 loved, 
and the people whom he. had thus delivered, 
had ſo unduritully put him to. But Judah whom. 
every day did ſtilt make. more: and--more len+ 
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fible of thoſe eſpecial obligations which lay 
upon themſelves, whom every hour did more 
and more affect with the brisker thoughts of 
a King who was born, had been bred up and 
lived amongſt them, they prevent the tardy 
conſultation of their fellow Tribes, with as 
unanimous a conſent, as before they did ſend, 
they now did come to Gilgal, to gy to meet 
the King, and to conduft the King: over Jor- 
dan. 

In the firſt of which they had a reſpect to 
his honour, and in the latter they had a regard 
to his ſafety ; So we find it antiently was, and 
{till ir doth continue a teſtimony of reſpect to 
go out and meet ſuch perſons, for whom we 
dodeſire to make as honourable a reception 
as we can: Thus the King of Sodom went 
out to meet victorious Abram, as he returned 
in Triumph from the {laughter of Chedorlao- 
mer , and the redemption 'of his own ſubjects, 


Gen. xiv. 17. ;S0 Joſeph went up to Goſhen to- 


meet his Father 1/rael, Gen. xlvi. 29. d for 
the ſame reaſon Judah in my Text went out to 
meet their King, and nor to meet him only, 
but ro condutt him alſo, to be a wall unto 
kim on the right hand and on the left, rhatno 
Traicorous -hand might privily . approach to 

2) urt 
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> hurthim, nor any ſonsof violence dare open- 


ly to ſtop his way. Thus ſhould our paſt omil- 
(ons make us more vigorous and careful in all 
our after-performances of duty , and may the 
ſenſe of former failures ſtill put us upon freſh 
endeavours, of making up what heretofore we 
have been wanting in , by more eminent and 
extraordinary acts of piety to God, and loyalty 
unto Qur King. 

And thus L have with all imaginable brevity 
gone through the ſeveral parts of the Text, the 
parallel unto which ( in thoſe things which 
have been tranſacted among, our ſelves, and. 
may ſo exactly , and ſo eaſily be run) is-that for 
which we have met this day to rejoyce in eve- 
ry way of laudable and holy gladneſs, inſing- 
ing praiſes firſt to God, and chearing then our 
"Lag It is not{o long ſince our Dayid too was 
forced for to. fly, with a far leſs attendance 
than the Kin * Iſrael, ſince he. went away nat 
with many. ſervants, but himſelf as one was 
ou for to eſcape, fincethe beſt advice which 

is moſt faithful counſellors could give ;; was. 
that which Fuſhai, lent to, David,, 2. Sam. xvii. 
16. to ariſe and pals quickly ore the warter,. 
leſt the wicked - ſhould ſpill. his- blood , - and 
lo pour it out that it ſhould never. be gathered: 
| ue 
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up _ But bleſſed be God, who then defen- 
ded him from evil, when the ſhares of death f4Y 
compaſked him , and he walked inthe ſhadow | 
of it, who preſerved him in a ſtrange lang, cill a 
he had healed the breaches which ſhook his | 
own, till he had compoled thole differences, 
which divided him from his people, and {e- | 
Wo them among themſelves, till he had 
wed all their hearts even as the heart of one 
man ; ſo that they alſo ſent this word unto the 
King,Returnthou and all thy ſervants. And bleſled 
be God , that his goodneſs hath ſuperſeded the 
neceſlity of this exhortation, that you, who, if I 
may ſpeak as David doth of Fudah, are his Bre- 
thren, his-bones, and his fleſh; or asthe men of 
Fudah ſpeak of David, have this honour, that | 
the King is near of kin unto you, would not 
be the laſt co bring back the King : among the ſ- 
forwardeſt I wope you have already ſhewed 
your ſelves; and there are many here, who 
have gone out to meer and to conduct the 
| og: all therefore that remains for me to . 
preſs upon you more,from-this Text, is by way 


£3 | 


of application-to addreſs my {elf unto you , in 
a moſt {erious and importunate fupplication. 

- Firſt, 'That'you would' always remember, 
that y66ate-asthe' Tribe- of Judah, that you 


ftand 


— Rand in a like relation toyour King , and as 


they to Davidere near unta him , upon which 
as often as you doreflect, you cannot but'ſtill 
think your {elves to be more and more engaged 
in all the ſervices of love and duty, and we al- 
ways ſhall, Thope, accordingly perform them, 
without murmuring or _—_— , hot grudg- 
ingly as of neceſſity , but cheartully and readi- 
ly, as if indeed we thought, that whilſt we were 
zealous for his honour and welfare, we were 
officious for our ſelyes, and did promote our 
own. This very conſideration ic was, which 
did ſo far influence the men of Shechem, that 
they preferr'd a ſpurious iſſue, before the legi- 
timarte oft-ſpring ; and paſling by the threeſcore 
and ten ſons of Jerubbaal, any of which had a 
greater right and better title tothe Crown,they 
choſe Abimelech to reign over them, that 

might advance his throne, Jxdges ix. 4. did not 
Rick to ſpoil the Temple of their God; and all 
this updn no other account or ground than this, 
that he was their brother, as they ſpeak , Juoge 
3x..3. or thathe was their bone, and their fleth, 
as he ſpeaks of himſelf in the ſecond verſe : al 
which amounts to no more , - than that he 
was their Townſ{-man, born.in the ſame place 
with them: for we cannot imagin- that he 
D could 
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of Shechem. Far be it from me to juſtifie the 


traiterous conſpiracy, nor would I have an 

man ſo far mittake me, as to think that I be- 
lieve this, or a much greater conſideration, 
is a ſufficient motive'to deſert the lawful heir, 
and fide with an unjuſt pretender ; but cer- 
tainly what did ſo far prevail with them in an 
unrighteous cauſe, ought much more in a good 


one to be of force, and make us more firmly 


adhere to a Prince who is lo nearly related ro 
us, whom however, were he not ſo , we could 
not without fin and treachery forſake. If there-- 
fore ever yet again (which God fore-fend) any 
fon of Bichri-{thauld ariſe, any Benjamite of 
Belial ſhould blow the trumpet of Sedition, 
diſclaim his part in David , and endeavour to 
erlwade others, that they have no inheritance. 
in the-King, letnot in Judah there ever one be 
found who.would go after him ; let notany of 
us ever ſtir ww or move a tongue againſt 
the King , let not us lift up any offenſive wea- 
pon, nanotthart.linke one, which though little, 
yet as David himſelf can tell, P/al. lii. 2. is ſharp 
as any-rafor , and makes wounds ſo deep, that 
they gointathe innermoſt parts of the belly. 
But remembringwho we are , and what he-is 
; I ra 
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-»——= tous, letusdemean our ſelves ſuitably to our 
obligations, employ every member in his ſer- 
vice, afliſt him with our heads , pray for him 
with our tongues and hearts, and after all, a& 
| mightily for him with our arms. And all this 
\| char as it is fit for Judah, as it well becometh us, 
we may to purpoſe do; 

Let us in the ſecond place take care, that as 
Judah was {o we continue, having all our hearts 
bowed as the heart of one man : this it is that 

| will beſt fit us for, and incline us to the forego- 

SF . ing duties, preſerve us firm in our allegiance to 
| the King, and enable us more effectually'to do 
' him ſervice. Whilſt men ſeparately and apart 
carry on their defigns, though each of them be 
wall intended, and all of them peradventure 
may have the ſame end and aim, yet do they 
ſeldom proſper ; every man.being ambitious 
that his own may ſucceed, and they mutually 
hindering and crofling one another, whilſt the 
leſs likely to prevail , repines at the others pro- 
babiliry of ſucceſs, every one of them when be. 
hind ftill pulls him who appears formoſt back; 
4 a and each of them envying unto another, the re- 
compence and honour of thething, the whole 

of all their endeavours ends in an inglorious 
miſcarriage,and a too fatal diſappointment:bur 
de D- 2 when 
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united, we cannot then but mightily preyail: 

by this agreement , ſtrength and counlel meer 

rogether, policy and power do kils eack other: 

; and what 1s there that we may not expect from 
ſuch an afſocration? And to this unity and con. 

F cord, this amity and love, that very confidera- 
:- tion, which from ſuch diſtant places , hath 
| brought ſo many hither in this Foe to ſolem- 
nize this day, is a ſufficient , and will I hope, 
prove a very ſucceſsful obligation , that we 


Education within the ſame precin&ts. To be 
of one and the ſame Nation, how ſtrongly doth 
tt bind 2 what firm, and yer what eaſe friend- 
{hips in Countries that are remote, doth this a- 
lone create between ſuch, as at home were 
E ſtrangers, and upon no other accompt abroad: 
 - havetakencognizanceof oneanother? And if 
' to have been of the ſame Nation only doth rye 
thus faſt rogether, to have had more neighbours 
ing Nativiries, to have been born in the ſame 
Shure or City, ought certainly ro link more 
cloſely: yet ro one another : but to have been 

Natives of the ſame Pariſh, muſt draw 
freighter much che knor, and joyn us1n ſo bf 
andinear a.friendthip, as nothing Mer = 
| ut 
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- when hand joyns 1n hand | and hearts too are * 


were all bornin this Pariſh, and had our firſt 
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venty mnth of May. 
love,who yet have had their births 
within a ſhorter compals, and came forth from 
one and the ſame womb. To theſe indeed we 
may yield, according to the rule their affecti- 
ons muſt be proportionably more vigorous and 
ſtrong, for they are brethren, and berween ſuch 
no ſtrife ſhould be, none bur for the maſtety in 
love, which of the ewo ſhould be moſt kind, 
and ſhew the greateſt tenderneſs to one an. 
other : But next tothele are we., near.was the 
reſemblance of our births, and as nearly as we 
can our lives ſhould repreſent them; ar leaft 
we ought to live like brethren, and as them to 
love, that which I hope ye all alzeady do ;. and 
that ye never may do; otherwiſe, /bur thar the 
love ſowell begun an earth;rnay continne ill ir 
comesto be pertected in Heaven ; where when 
Hope ſhall rerminate m enjoyment; and Faith 
be {wallowed upin vifzon:,: the exerciſeiof this 
ſhall ſtill remain. [ſhoald now come mnithe laſt 
place rogive you ſome directions for its main- 
cainance and preſervation ,. but you-your' ſelves 
have taken ſuch a courle asjuftly. luperſedes the: 
neceſſity of any ſuch advice : and having/ap- 
pointed this day for the holding.of your annual 
Feaſt, you have prevented me of what-iſhould 
preſcribe. This very meeting tg; rejoyce-and: 
D 3 teaſt. 
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feaſt together, to eat the far , and drink 
Sweet, as Nebemiab phraſeth it, ch.viii. v.1 0: is of 
itſelf aptto mollifie and ſoften the harſhneſs of 
ournature, and to create good humour in us : 
this will prepare and fit us to forgive offences, 
inſenſibly. diſpoſeth us for reconciliation, and 
will in one day :compole the differences of a 
year. This creates acquaintance where before 


was none, renews it where it was decayed, and ' 


ſo improves it by an annual increaſe, till ar 
length ic grow to perfect friendſhip, and be. 
come an union like. that of foul and body, 
which there is nought but death can break in 
funder. Let then the diſſenting ſons of diſcord, 
(as we know they oft have done) faft for ſtrife 
and debate, and Drunkards tarry at their wine, 
till char falfe fire which attheir firſt meeting 
lookt like love , break forth before they part 
into a flame, and make.them burn with an- 
ger, inſtead of- being warm with love. Theſe 
are the two extremes which like thoſe of vir- 
cue we equally muſt flie | both of them will 
deſtroy the butineſs of this day : the former is 
centradiction .on a Feſtival , and 'the latter 
ruines what thereby we pretend our purpole to 
advance. ere ke ueſtion nor, but 
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ply hath provided; from the other I hope 
your own Virtue and Temperance will ſecure 
your ſelves: ſo ſhall there need no future ſor- 
row to expiate any madneſs. or fin in this days. 
Joy, ſo may we hope to continue this inno- 
cent Society, this Feaſt of Love on Earth, till 
being made fellow-citizens with the Saints, we 
are called tothe Supper of the Lamb in Hea- 
ven, where all theſt ways and needs of feaſt- 
ing happily ſhall ceaſe; and to love God and 
do his will, that ſhall be our meat and drink 


for ever. 


Now to God the Father, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Ghoſt, three Perſons, and but one 
Eternal God, be all Honour and Glory ; now. 
and for ever. Amen. 
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